AUS000003US1 




CLAIMS : 

What is claimed is: 

\l/ A method of preventing a client from directly contacting 
A server that is protected by a load distribution sefver from 
an overload of traffic, comprising: / 

determining whether the client's request to receive 
a file from the content server originated/ as a reference 
from the load distribution server or as/ a reference from 
the content server itself; and X 

responsive to determining that/the client's request 
to receive the file from the content server did not 
originate as the reference f ronr the load distribution 
server or as the reference fi?om the content server 
itself, sending to the client a file requesting that the 
client contact the load distribution server; 

2. The method of Claim ly^further comprising: 

responsive to yfletermining that the request to 
receive the file yf rom the content server did originate 
as the reference from the load distribution server or as 
the ref erence/f rom the content server itself, sending to 
the client yChe file requested. 

3. The meth^^ of Claim 1, further comprising: 

induing in the file requesting that the client contact 
the load/aistribution server a means by which the client may 
directly contact the load distribution server through an 
initiative of a user of the client. 
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1 4, The method of Claim 1, further comprising: / 

2 offering in the file requesting that the cliejax contact 

3 the load distribution server a means to update a< bookmark 

4 file to include the load distribution server./^ 

1 5. The method of Claim 4, further compri!^ing: 

2 offering in the file requesting that the client contact 

3 the load distribution server a means jCo update the bookmark 

4 file to exclude the protected ser^^. 

1 6. The method of Claim 4, further comprising: 

2L, offering in the means to /update the client's bookmark 

3H file to include the load distribution server a means to 

4fi" update the bookmark file tp exclude the protected server. 

/ 

ji] 7. The method of Claim 1, further comprising: 

.fi / 

Zl including in the^ file requesting that the client contact 

ly / 

3 the load distributLon server a means by which the client will 

contact the load djLstribution server without intervention of 

|y the user. / 

is! 8. The mettiod of Claim 7, further comprising: 

2 includang in the file requesting that the client contact 

3 the load jaistribution server a means by which to allow the 

4 user of /the client sufficient time to read and react to the 

5 file ^questing that the user of the client contact the load 

6 distribution server before contact with the load distribution 

7 se3:;;ver is established without intervention of the user. 
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9, A computer program product for preventing a cli/ent from 
directly contacting a server that is protected by ya load 
distribution server from an overload of traffic comprising: 

instructions for determining whetheir the client *s 
request to receive a file from the corvtz^nt server 
originated as a reference from the Lz^d distribution 
server or as a reference from the jefontent server itself; 
and / 

instructions for, responsive to determining that 
the client's request to receive the file from the 
content server did not originate as the reference from 
the load distribution server or as the reference from 
the content server its^slf, sending to the client a file 
requesting that the yiient contact the load distribution 
server; / 

10, The computer program product of Claim 9, further 
comprising: / 

instructions/for, responsive to determining that the 
request to receive the file from the content server did 
originate as tkie reference from the load distribution server 
or as the reference from the content server itself, sending 
to the clierit the file requested. 

11, The /computer program product of Claim 9, further 
compris/ing: 

imstructions for including in the file requesting that 
the jclient contact the load distribution server a means by 
whi/ch the client may directly contact the load distribution 
server through an initiative of a user of the client. 
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1 12. The computer program product of Claim 9, fm?ther 

2 comprising: / 

3 instructions for offering in the file r^<yaesting that 

4 the client contact the load distribution a^ver a means to 

5 update a bookmark file to include the l^d distribution 

6 server . / 

1 13. The computer program product of Claim 12, further 

2 compr i s ing : / 

3 instructions for offering in the file requesting that 

4 the client contact the load/distribution server a means to 
5^ update the bookmark file jLo exclude the protected server, 

■.fi / 

in 14. The computer prc2^gram product of Claim 12, further 
m . / 

2p comprising: / 

m instructions ynor offering in the means to update the 

client's bookmark file to include the load distribution 

5 server a means/to update the bookmark file to exclude the 
protected server. 

\I4 / 

15. The (zfomputer program product of Claim 9, further 

2S compr i s d/ng : 

3 instructions for including in the file requesting that 

4 the odient contact the load distribution server a means by 

5 whLch the client will contact the load distribution server 

6 wiOihout intervention of the user. 
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16. The computer program product of Clad^pRf^lS, further 
comprising: 

instructions for including iit^the file requesting that 
the client contact the load ciilitribution server a means by 
which to allow the user of/fche client sufficient time to read 
and react to the file ?:^uesting that the user of the client 
contact the load diig^ibution server before contact with the 
load distributiorv^erver is established without intervention 
of the user. 
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17. A system of preventing a client from directly contacting 
a server that is protected by a load distribution server ^rom 
an overload of traffic, comprising: X 

means for determining whether the client's/request 
to receive a file from the content server or^inated as 
a reference from the load distribution server or as a 
reference from the content server itself/f 

means for, responsive to determining that the 
client's request to receive the filer from the content 
server did not originate as the reference from the load 
distribution server or as the reference from the content 
server itself, sending to the /client a file requesting 
that the client contact the Xoad distribution server; 

18. The system of Claim 17, /urther comprising: 

means for, responsive Jlo determining that the request to 
receive the file from the/content server did originate as the 
reference from the load yaistribut ion server or as the 
reference from the content server itself, sending to the 
client the file requested. 

19. The systerar of Claim 17, further comprising: 

means, included in the file requesting that the client 
contact the/load distribution server, by which the client may 
directly afontact the load distribution server through an 
initiative of a user of the client. 

20. ^he system of Claim 17, further comprising: 

/ means, offered in the file requesting that the client 
contact the load distribution server, to update a bookmark 
file to include the load distribution server. 
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1 21. The system of Claim 20, further comprising: X 

2 means, offered in the file requesting that trhe client 

3 contact the load distribution server, for updating the 

4 bookmark file to exclude the protected serve/. 

1 22. The system of Claim 20, further comprising: 

2 means, offered in the means for ugJ^ating the client's 

3 bookmark file to include the load dim:ribution server, for 

4 updating the bookmark file to exclude the protected server. 

1 23, The system of Claim 11, &urther comprising: 

2^ means, included in theyfile requesting that the client 

is contact the load distribir^aon server, by which the client 

4fl will contact the load distribution server without 

5 intervention of the us^r. 

/ 

in / 

frj 24. The system of /Claim 23, further comprising: 

2 means, incly^ed in the file requesting that the client 
contact the loaa distribution server, by which to allow the 

4il user of the oiient sufficient time to read and react to the 

§4 file requesting that the user of the client contact the load 

|~ distribution server before contact with the load distribution 

7 server is established without intervention of the user. 
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